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“Play is important for healthy brain development” 








The Importance of Play in Early Childhood 





Examples of Dramatic Play 


House 


Doctor/Hospital 


Blocks 


Taxi driver/bus driver


Veterinarians 


Bakery


Post Office 


Super Market


Tea Party 


Zoo 


Chef/Cook 


Gardener 


Scientist 


Construction 


workers 


Super heroes 














�Website to Consider 





Importance of Play 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/teachers/earlychildhood/articles/dramaticplay.html" �http://www.pbs.org/teachers/earlychildhood/articles/dramaticplay.html� 


Roles of Parents for their Child


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usaeducation.us/parents/" �http://www.usaeducation.us/parents/� 








Participate in your child’s play


Do not intervene a child’s thought process during play 


Allow the child to create unrealistic, realistic or abnormal environments 


Be imaginative with your child, use household objects to create play situations


Do not use literal objects to represent literal things, encourage your child to imagine and create 


Encourage your child to ask questions and ask your child questions 


Be involved and active in your child’s interests and curiosity 


Limit your child’s screen time on television and computers. Make sure your child has time to play or pretend everyday. 


When children play they are learning and using different cognitive, motor and gross motor skills to gather information about the world around them. 





SUPPORT. ENCOURAGE. CREATE.





What can you as a parent or friend do? 





The Importance of Play to Child’s Development 





Dramatic play is important for a young toddler or child in his/her learning development. 


“When children engage in dramatic play they deepen their understanding of the world and develop skills that will serve them throughout their lives” (Dodge p. 271)


Children will learn to: 


Interact with other children


Share and take turns


Role-play


Exercise their imaginations


Accept responsibility when cleaning up and putting toys away


Build literacy sills


Enrich their language


Extend their understanding of the environment  


Allowing learning to be FUN!  (Myhre) 


When children play they are recreating different life experiences. They are creating an alternative reality, children use play to recreate life experiences to try and cope with their fears (Dodge 271). Socially children are able to interact with their peers and build relationships. 


Children learning how to share, take turns and negotiate for props and roles during play (Myhre)


Children are assigned roles that create individual characters


Play is a way for children to explore the world around them


 “Children learn from one another as they share ideas and solve problems together” (Dodge)  �


Physical Development 


Children use play to: 


Develop motor skills. 


Build hand-eye coordination when putting away crops (Dodge). 


Children use fine motor skills when counting money, pushing buttons on a cash register, and putting on dolls clothes. 


Gross motor skills are used when children play in the playground. Children playing house and require them to walk from the kitchen area to the living room area. 








Play encourages children to learn by doing through reenactment of animals, situations or fantasies 


Language Development 


Children use language to communicate with peers, to explain what they are doing and ask or answer questions (Dodge). Specific play can promote literacy development as well. 


Creative Influence 


Play challenges children’s curiosity, creativity and imagination. Children are able to demonstrate what they know about certain concepts. Children learn how too creatively problem solves situations and use abstract thinking to think outside the box. 


Emotional Outcome  


Dramatic play is a way for children to make sense of their experiences. By recreating different scenarios such as pretend grocery, house or hospital children are able to: 


Children learn about empathy and feelings. 


Children learn to share and respect others 


Relate and recognize the feelings of others


Cognitive Development


Children during play create pictures about different experiences or situations which encourages abstract thinking.























Social Outcome 











